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JUSTIN WILLIS KNAPP

. My father, Justtn Abrgham Knapp, was born at Farmzngton, Davts Coti g
Utah, 4 Aug. 857. My lother, Anna Eliza Lemmon, was born 18 Nov. 1860,
was the fzret white girl born in Smithfieid, Utghe" T " 8
When a young man my father was given the choice of two great prlutlles,eTV
either to go into the world as a mtsstonary, or as he was a stone mason
by trade, cut stone for the Logan Temples He chose the latter and for
three years he worhked on the temple. . i il
Loy ‘parents were married in the endowment house and moved to Hzchmond :
Utah. They built a nice brick house: there aqnd: there four children were
‘born to them; Annie, Fable, Jennie and myself. Then my folds decided
- to move to Rexburg which was a very unsettled country. .
I was born 5 Oct. 1886 and was gbout one and one half. years old when
we ‘moved to Rexburg. They "took up" a farm 2% miles north-west of
Rexburg. The ward was called Island Ward, but whose name was changed to
thbard Wgrd in honor of my Uncle ueorqe Hibbgrd.
When I was stlll very young I can ‘remember when but lzttle, of the plac
being cultivated. 4s I grew older I . helped to pull, pile and burn the '
sage. brush along with my father and ststers. There were many wild flow=.
ers which! we enjoyed gathering. There were also many ‘prickly pears whzah'
\fkept ug on our guard as much of the tlme we worked barefooted. “The
coyotes were plentiful in those days as were the badger and: the
porcupine.  There were wild deer and antelope, and hundreds of wild
chickens and ducks which we were able to obtain for food.- As a boy
o trapped,many ‘rabbits in winter time. The winters were harder in thOS:
“'days it seems to me for the fences were completely covered with snow.
Ky father made me some shiis which I enjbéyed and sometimes would ride
them to school. At an early age I learned to ride and drive horsges. :
There was much worh for everyone to do.. Very little of the country was .
fenced and there wes plenty of open range which everybody took advantogv
f by turning thetr cattle and horses loose, so naturally there was much:
riding to be dones ‘And since I was the only boy in the famziyyfotfsonlon
moet of that was left to me. Some days we would go ﬁour or five miles"
 for our horses and cows but often we had toigo much farther for our
“horses. Ny father traded for a pony for me and I named him Pungo. "He
could go as fast and as far as I could ride. I often wandered asi I rode
how he could do it. He was a great help to us. My father and slsters '
‘rode him too. i
We. spent a greot deal of time: maktng stches and dzhes for 1rr1gottone
) } 1 an.‘of fish behind.a
; We had few netqhbors. The Park. famtly lived near us. ,They
had @ boy Just older than I and one about my age.u‘thl and Lewts.u‘,:
Ve played together as often as we could. The Berry famtly had two' boys
about the same age as us; the Stathams ltved Just farther. on.
Uncle: George Hibbard was our Bishop.. I was baptized and later ordatne
a deacon. I halped chop wood and helped sweep the school house floor;
‘which building was also used for church gatherings. The ‘deacons were
the Janttors and two or three of us were appoznted each week to make i
the place comﬁortable and pleasant. : : '
YT was first counctlor in the deacon quorum for a number of years ;
v unttl I was ordained a Priest. We had meetings quite regular and in‘sum=
mer after neeting we would play games such as "run sheep run" and "htdo
‘gnd Seeh. el : 3
o 5 That would help qet the boys out,  We would chop wood for the widows
‘and visit the ward to get fast offertngs. One night when we were playing
by a fire; an older boy tried to put me into it, I threw him and put
v'hls knee out of place; it wns very patnful. Ke helped him.on his. hors
s0 hefcould go homes The next we saw htm, he was on crutches. I was
'sorry. ‘He saidi he would never ,wrestle again. But it wasn't long
_before he was about and playing again as ysual. I. always enjoyed
_wrestling and boxing and I played baseball all around our: sectton of::
' the country, which to me was a ﬁonderful»sport and was the means of
,maklng the acguazntance of a qreat wmany. felbows.
éro:Z:: I/ﬁis th;rteen, father went into the squwmill buSLness thh hl
v gan napp. So we were,placed,tn a different environment.







i

wrote the church leaders that I would accept the call to the mission 7.
comrse at Richs; then fill a mission. . ] . .

I was busy until time for school. The nighi»heforé"I was to start
to school, I was alone in my rooms I took a sack of tobacco from my
pbocket and put it into the stove. And then kneeled at my bedside and’
asked my Heavemly Father to help me to leave off this habit, and to
leqve tea and coffee aglone; that I might be able to leque them alone.
S0 I could go to school and keep the rules. .I knew the students were .
expected to keep the kord of Wisdom. - I had attended’there two years
before. I beg an going to school and hept my promise to the Lord. .I . .
feltbetter and after a time I no ldhgcr craved these things. The desire '
for, them was taken away. I was blessed and enjoyed the Lord's spiriéa

In the spring I helped put in the crop. On the second of June 1908
I left my home, Father, Mother, sisters, friends and reltaives and the

. oldi town of Rexburg. I had only once before becen back to Utah since my:

parents moved to Idaho. At that time Father took me with him to Logan
and Richmond where we spent the winter holidays with my relatives who .
lived there. But‘this time I was going alone. I had never traveled,
80 this was a new experience for me. I went to Richmond to the home

Of my father's sister, Aunt Malinda Funk, she went with me to the

Logan Temple where I received my endowmehts. I visited a short time :

in Smithfield with my Kother's Parents, Willis and Anna Eliza (Homer)
Lemmon, Grandfather went with me to-the train when I left for Salt Lake
City. I arrived there at noon and went to the President's office where

4 received insturctiocns before leaving for Independence, Missouri--

headquarters for Central States Mission to which I had been called.
After leguing the office I decided to take a walk to see the city, L
before long I was turned around and lost. I walked all afternoon then
took a street car to the Williams Hotel where: I was met by my Uncle Willis
Knapp, whom I had never met before, I was tired and homesidk. He took
me home for supper and I felt much better. WNext morning I went back to
the office, there I met three boys that were going out with me. ‘
We had left Rexburg together. They were Lorin Taylor, Emit Walker agnd
Ray Mclntire. We received further instruction and our tichkets. X
We were told to meet at the temple that afternoon; where we were sett
apart for our mission-(9 June 1908). I was set apart by President :
Seymour B. Young. ‘He told me of a better place to stay. ‘There I wasi: | #
happily surprised to see Cecil Clements from home. He and Ireme Anderson
were there to be married in the temple, Cecil and I went to find Will !
Widdison, who was husband to my sister Anna who had died several years LG

before. He invited us to supper. I stqyed with Cecil that night and

was glad to be with him. He left early next morning to go to the_templawﬁ

I left on the afternoon train, at 3 so I did not see him again, I stop= =

ped to see Will again at a store where he worked for a fruit company,
he. fixed up a package of fruit for me. : S
When I aqwoke next morning, we were going through the Rochky Mountainss

It was some of the most wonderful and bequtiful scenery I could imagine;

Mountains that were: 2000 feet high, we rode in an open obgervation car
where we could see the tops of the mountains. On one side we were right
next to the mountiagn side and on the other was a drop of many thousand
feet to a large stream of water. It was a grand view. MNext day we

were going throughfarm lands again. Large fields of corn and grain

that were headed out. We saw the effects of heavy storms, corn washed
out by the roots, the tracks were unsafe and we had to travel slow.

We went through cities, towns and floods until the night of l3th of

June 190&. ; "

Nine of us young Flders, only one married mon among us, arrived
tn Kansas City, seven were going to the Southern States, Elder Wade
ond myself were going to the Central States. We parted feeling rather . .
blue. Then he aqnd I took a street car to 312 So Plegsant St. Independ=-
ence, Missouri. About 20 miles from the depot. We arrived at 102305,
Elder Samuel O. Bennion met us at the door in answer to our ring. He
asked us if we were Elders Wade and Knapp. He then told us they had
Just brought in the body of Elder Hale who had dieds And some other
Llders who would accompany it home so the mission Home was crouded.

We stoyed at a Hotel that night and the next morning after we were:
reody to legve they gave us our mail. My letter was from my mother
and a cord wes from a girl I had met in school. I had become interest-—
ed in her in school choir and the school donces.l answered the card
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